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' EASTERN ILLINOIS UNIVERSITY 
Charleston, Illinois 
ART TATE, Assistant Director, University Relations 
Office: (21 7) 581-5981 - Home: (217) 348-7 553 
87-45 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
EDUCATION: COUNTY'S LARGEST EMPLOYER 
October 22, 1987 
COLES COUNTY--Education units within Coles County provide almost 4,000 jobs, 
making them the county's largest employer, five education chief executive officers 
pointed out today. 
The importance of education to the economic well being of the county and its 
residents was stressed at a meeting of three school district superintendents and 
two higher education institution presidents. 
"The five units will expend this year more than $118 million. We are in 
effect returning to our communities and citizens the tax monies that make possible 
our schools and colleges," the five said in a collective statement. 
The presidents of Eastern Illinois University and Lake Land College and the 
three Coles County school districts' superintendents recently held their second 
planning meeting to urge the State Legislature to restore the level of funding for 
education to "at least the level of last year." 
The five education leaders are Ezra Smithson, superintendent, Oakland; 
Dr. William E. Hill, superintendent, Charleston; Dr. Walter H. Warfield, superinten-
dent, Mattoon; Dr. David V. Schultz, president, Lake Land; and Dr. Stan Rives, 
president, EIU. 
Eastern's total expenditures for its more than 10,000 students in the current 
fiscal year will exceed $71,500,000 including nearly $40 million in appropriations 
ADD l/1/1/1 EDUCATION 
from the General Assembly. "We employ 1,961 individuals at Eastern, not including 
student workers," Dr. Rives told the group. 
Lake Land employs nearly 1,000 individuals. Its expenditures will be more 
than $11,600,000 for the year, according to Dr. Schultz. 
Mattoon Community School District Unit No. 2 has the largest public school 
education budget. "We provide the Coles economy with expenditures of more than 
$21,500,000 employing 667 individuals, including the Eastern Illinois Area Special 
Education Cooperative and the Mattoon Area Adult Education Program," Dr. Warfield 
said. 
Dr. Hill said that Charleston's schools will be putting almost $11,700,000 
into the area's economy. He reported that the district employs 321 individuals. 
Oakland school district's budget provides the largest single economic impact 
for the city of Oakland, Mr. Smithson said. Oakland has 33 employees and spends 
more than $1,600,000 during the year. 
The actual combined total expenditures for the five education units will be 
$118,057,940. There are 3,968 individuals on the payrolls of the five units. 
"Education is a major employer in Coles County," the group stated, "Our five 
units provide a solid base of employment for the county's residents. The majority 
of our combined $118,057,940 total budget dollars are spent in Coles County. 
' Education is a vital part of the economy of Coles County." 
"Adequate support for elementary, secondary and higher education is in the 
best interests of this county and its citizens," said the five education chief 
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executive officers in their statement. 
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